Senator (insert name here)
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator (Last Name):

I am a (position) at (school or institution in city/town).  I am writing to urge you to continue the Teaching American History Grants program, preserve federal funding for civic learning, and to distribute federal funds for civic education through a competitive grants program in the Department of Education’s fiscal year 2011 budget. 

Too many students, especially those from inner cities, rural areas and economically disadvantaged backgrounds, leave school without the knowledge and capacities to effectively participate in the democratic process. Funding history and civic education through competitive grants will assure excellence that is essential to high-quality learning while giving local educators the flexibility to select curricula that are tailored to the particular needs of their students.
Informed participation in the democratic process requires that every citizen be equipped with the requisite knowledge of American history and civic institutions. We cannot expect our children to compete in the world without a solid understanding of their rights and responsibilities as participants in our own democracy.

I ask that you work to retain the Teaching American History Grants program and maintain federal funding support for civic education, while making the civics grants competitive. The civic education grants should go to non-profits with a demonstrated ability to deliver civic education programs, with an emphasis on currently under-served student populations.

Please support funding for these vital programs at the Department of Education in the continuing resolution for FY 2011. Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

